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frecdom depends on being courageous, Let there be no refaxatio

in face of the perils of the war, The people who have most excus
h 1

for despising death are not the wretched and unforrunate, who:

Lave no hope of doing well for themselves, bue these whe run the

risk of 2 complete reversal in thetr lives, and who 120&& feel the
Jdifference most intensely, if chings went wrong for them, ?é.
intellizent man would fimd a hemiliation caused by his own slack
1ess Lmomo @DEFH to bear than death, when death comes to him?#
unperceived, in battle, and in the confidence oﬁ.:w._umﬁﬁocﬂﬂ.

40 ‘For these veasons I shall not commiserate wich those parents of
the dead, who are present here, nstead shall oy to comfont them;

vare that they have grown up i a workd where

ro
hanges and chances. Dut this is good formune -

- one, and for.

Voo jament them: vheir ! % o 4 Ineasurs
i -t hand in hand. T4 that it s

nvinee vou of this, Wher her people happy
reminded of what used o o happy toe.
Ly

at not ha wiich is oute’

of something.

who arc of the
right age must bear 1p and tzke comfort in the Pocmf .oﬁpuamm.
imore children. In your own homes these new children will prevent:
you from brooding over those who are no more, and they wil:
be a help to the city, too, both in flling the empty places, and in
assuring her security. For iris impossible for 2 mar to put forward
fair and Lonest views about our affairs If be has not, like everyone

2
<

e now toa old to have children, [ would ask you to count as gan?
oy Kfe, in which vou have been happy, and

and ler your hearts b

tie dead, One’s sense of

¢ does not grow old, and the Tast

when one is worn out with age, is n1ot, as the post said
naking money, but having the respect of one’s mm:oémj,m:.

‘Az for those of you here who are sons or brothers of the dead

I can see a hard struggle in front of you. Everyone always speaks:
well of the dead, and, even if you rise to the greatest Leights of

£a
e, children whose lives may be at siake. As for those of you who'
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heroism, it will be a hard thing for you to get the reputation of
Having come near, let alone equalled, their standard. Whes one is
alive, one is always Hable to the jealousy of one’s competirors, but
when one is out of the way, the honour one receives is sincere and
tmchallenged.
i ‘Perhaps I should say a word or two on the duties of women to
those among you who are now widowed. I con say all [ have to
sy inashort word of advice, Your great glory is not to be inferior
o what God has made you, and the greatest glory of a ywoman is
d be least talked about by men, whether they are praising vou or
criticizing vou. I have now, as the law demanded, said what T had
to'say. For the ume being cur offerings to the dead have been
made, and for the futnre their children will be supported at the
public expense by the ciry, wntil they come of age. This is the
rown and prize which she offers, both to the dead and to their
children, for the ordeals which they have faced. Where the rewards
of valonr are the greatest, there you will find also the best and
ravest spiriss among the people. And now, when you have
mourned for your dear ones, you must depart.”

THE PLAGUEZ

dnthis way the public funeral was conducted in the winter that
came at the end of the fust year of the war. At the beginning of
the following sumimer the Peloponnesians and their allies, with
two-thirds of their total forces as before, invaded Attica, again
under the command of the Spartan King Archidamus, the son of
euxidamus. Taking up their positions, they set about the devastas
tion of the country.

They had not been many days in Attica before the plague first
broke out among the Athenians. Previously attacks of the plague
had been reported from many other places in the neighbourhood

= of Lemnos and elsewhere, but there was no record of the disease
being so virulent anywhere else or causing so many deaths as it did
i:Athens. At the beginning the doctors were quite incapable of
teating the disease because of their igrorance of the right methods,

27. See the Introduction, pp. 2021,
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and livid, F_mpﬁmm oul into small

pustales and ulcers. But inside
there was 2 feeling of burning, so that people could not bear the

touch even of the lightest Jinen clothing, but wanred to be com-
-pletely naked, and indeed most of all would have liked ¢ _urﬂﬁwo
into cold water. Many of the sick who were uncared for acoally
- did so, w?mmw&m mto the water-tanks in apn efforero relieve 4 thirsg
which was unquenchable; for it was Just the same with them
-whether they drank much of fietle. Then 2l the time they were
afflicted with insomunia and the desperate feeling of nat being abie

“to keep still,
In the period wheq the disease was at is r@.mﬁﬁ the vo&a s0 far
from wasting away, showed sarprising powers of resistance to all
the agony, so that there was seil] some strength left on the seventh
. ay, which was the time when, in most cases, death came
nal fever, Bug if people survived this critieal period

La

5

e disease descended 1o the bowels, producing vielent cera-
tiott and uncontrollah]e diarshoea, so that most of them died later
z5°a result of the weakness caused by this. For the discase, first
cttling in the head, went on to affect every part of the body in
turn, and even when pecple eseaped its worst effects, it sell lefr it
iaces on them by fastening upon the extremjties of the body. It
affected the genitals, the fingers, and the toes, and mai
who recovered lost e use of these members; some,
blind. There were some also who,

| better, snffered from @ total loss of memory, not knowing who
EQ were themselves and vmwum unable to recognize their friends,
Words indeed il one when ORE tries to give a general picture of
this disease; and as for the sufferings of individuals, they seemed
most beyond the capacity of human nature to endure. Here in
articolar is a point where this plague showed itself to be some.
ing quite different from ordinary diseases: though there were
many dead bodies fying about urburied, the birds and animals
that eac human flesh sicher did not come near rhem or, if chey did
mste the fesh, died of it afterwards, Bvidence for this may be
fomd in the facr that there was a complete all
(birds of prey: they were not i be seen either round dhe bodies or
ywhere else. But dogs, wm_.h_m domestic animals, provided the

bopportunity of observing this effect of the plague

f0o, went

when they firsg began to get

nmmmwwwmmwbnm of
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and this particularly affected the incomers, There were no houses
for them, and, mibm as they did during the hot seasan in badly
ventilated huts, they died Like Hies, The bodies of the dying were
heaped one on top of the other, and halfdead creatures could be
feen stageering about in the streets or mo&a.mm around the foun-
tans in their desire for water. The temples in which they ook up
their quarters were full of the dead bedies of people who had died
inside them. For the catastrophe was so overwheliming that men,
not wbog.sm what would ru@ pennext to them, became indifferent
to every rule of religion or of law. All the funcral ceremonies

which used to Le observed were pow disorganized, and they

" buried the dead as best they could. Many people, facking the

necessary micans of burial because so maiy deaths had already
occurred in their households, adopted the most shameless methods,
They would arrive firse at 4 funeral pyre that had been made by
- others, put their gwn dead upon it and set it alighe; or, finding
“another pyre wc:d.mwﬁ they would throw rhe corpse that they were
carrying on top of the other one and g0 away.
- Inother respects also Athens owed to the plague che beginnings
of 2 state of unprecedented lawlessness, Seeing how quick and
abrupt were the changes of fortune which came to the rich who
suddenly died and to those who had previously been penniless bue
now inkerited their wealth, people now began openly to ventare
on acts of self-indulgence which before then they wsed o keep
dark. Thus they resolved to spend their money quickly and to
spend it on pleasure, since money and life alike seemed equally
ohemeral. As for what is called honour, no cne showed himself
willing to abide by ies laws, so doubtful was it whether one would
survive to enjoy the name for it It was generally agreed that whae
was both honourable and valuable was the pleasure of the moment
and everything thac might conceivably contribute ro that pleasure.
No fear of zod or law of map had a restraining mfluence, As for
the gods, it scemied to be the same thing whether one worshipped
thern ot not, when one saw the good and the bad dying indis-
Eﬁzmnm_%, As for offences against human law, ao one expected
folive long enough to be brought to trial and punished: instead
veryone felt thag already a far heavier sentence had been passed on
fim and was hanging over him, and that before the time for its
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- offer battle. But he was organizing an expeditionary force of 1oo
- ships against the Peloponnese, while the invaders were still in the
- plain and before they had moved into the Paralia. When every-

“thing was ready, this expedition put to sea, On board the ships

 Pericles tock 4,000 cirizen hoplites and also 300 cavalry. Old vessels
were converted into wansports, which on this occasion were used

“for the fizst time for carrying horses. Filty ships from Chios and

" Leshos also joined the expediton, and when this Athenian force
put to sea they left the Peloponnesians behind theimn in Attica, in
the Paralian district. Landing at Bpidaurus, in the Peloponnese,
they devastated most of the land and made an assault on the city.

- There was a moment when they seemed likely to caprure the place,
bt in the end the attack was unsuccessful. Putting to sea agair
from Epidaurus they devastated the land of Troezen, Haliae, and
Hermione, all Em.oom on the Peloponnesian coast. Then, sailing on,
they came to Prasiac, a fortified place on the coast of Lacoma.
Heze they devastated the land and ook and sacked the place itsclf,
After this they returned hore, and found that the Peloponnestans
fad also retired and were no longer in Attica.

; All the time that the Peloponnesians had been in Attica and that
‘the Athenians had been engaged in this naval expedition, men kept
dying of the plague, both in the army and in the city. Tndeed, it
was said that the Peloponnesians left Attica eaclier than they had

itended because they were afraid of the infection {they heard from

eierters that it was in the city, and at the same time they could
ce the funerals taking place}. Vet this invasion lasted longer than
oy other, and they laid waste the whole country, remaining in
ttica for abeut forey days.
In the same summer Hagnon, the son of Nicias, and Cleopom-

s, the son of Clintas, who were Pericles’ colleagues in the higher

ommand, rook over the force which Pericles had used against the

eloponnese and started immediately upon a campaign in Thrace
against the Chalcidians and against Potidaea, which was still be-
icged. When they arrived there, they brought up sigge engines
painst Potidaca and did everything they could to captare it. No-
g, however, went right, They neither captuzed the city nor
omplished anything else that might have been expected from
itk 2 force. This was due to the fact that here also the plague




